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ESSAYS IN ZEN BUDDHISM
THIRD SERIES
BY DAISETZ TEITARO SUZUKI
WITI-I THIRTY-THREE COLLOTYPE ILLUSTRATIONS
Royal 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv + 392. Price: in the Far East, ¥12.00; 
in England, 20s; Postage, extra
CONTENTS
I. FROM ZEN TO THE GANDAVYUHA—II. THE GANDAVYUHA, THE 
BODHISATTVA IDEAL, AND THE BUDDHA—III. THE BODHISATTVA’S 
ABODE—IV. THE DESIRE FOR ENLIGHTENMENT—V. THE SIGNIFIC­
ANCE OF THE PRAJNA-PARAMITA-HRIDAYA IN ZEN BUDDHISM—
VI. THE PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION OF THE PRAJNA-PARAMITA—
VII. BUDDHIST, ESPECIALLY ZEN, CONTRIBUTIONS TO JAPANESE 
CULTURE—VIII. THE ZEN LIFE IN PICTURES.
The third scries containing eight essays treats principally of Zen’s relations to 
the teachings of the Gandavyuha-sutra and of the Prajnaparamita-sutra. These 
are the two fundamental canonical text-hooks of Mahayana Buddhism, which 
have contributed to the building up of the spiritual culture of the East. Without 
the knowledge of these scriptures as well as that of Zen, the religious life of 
Oriental peoples would be incomprehensible. If there is really anything in the 
Eastern way of thinking and feeling which differentiates itself from that of the 
West, this will be emphatically traceable in these writings.
The doctrine of Emptiness (s-uni/ata) is fully expounded in the Essay VI. 
It is one of the points in the Mahayana which are most liable to be misinterpreted 
by outsiders. But when it is not properly understood, the whole fabric of 
Eastern thought will be torn to pieces. The author has spared no pains within 
his power to make it as readily intelligible to Western readers as he conceives 
them. One way leading to an adequate knowledge of the Prajnaparamita is to 
study it side by side with Gandavyuha; for the latter acquires its full significance 
in conjunction with the former, and vice versa.
The author further in one of the essays touches in a general way on Zen’s 
influence over Japanese cultural life, which presents many phases unintelligible 
without properly fathoming Zen.
The illustrations reproduced from the old masters will no doubt help the 
reader to grasp the Zen life in its various aspects. The one thing the author has 
particularly emphasised here is that Zen is always found intimately connected 
with practical life, indeed that outside facts of our daily “prosaic” life there is 
no Zen life whatever.
These Zen studies will be completed in two more volumes. The one will 
treat of Zen bibliography, giving translations of some of the important writings 
of the ancient masters; while the other will give a history of Zen in China from 
its earliest exponents down to the period of Hui-neng and his disciples. What­
ever development Zen achieved later is more or less the filling-up of details and 
minor points. Zen in its essence and from the point of view of its unique 
significance is best appreciated at the time when it first attained its full 
maturity in the T'ang.
On Sale
AT THE EASTERN BUDDHIST SOCIETY, OTANI DAIGAKU, 
KYOTO;
LUZAC AND COMPANY,
46 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C. 1
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CONTENTS: I. An Introduction to the Study of the Sutra— 
II. The Sutra and the Teaching of Zen Buddhism—III. Some of 
the Important Theories Expounded in the Sutra—IV. Sanskrit- 
Chinese-English Glossary.
THE LANKAVATARA SUTRA. An English translation chiefly 
based on Nanjo’s Edition of the original Sanskrit text. 'With a 
Frontispiece and an Appendix. Royal 8vo, cloth XLIX + 300 
pages. Price ¥8.00.
This is one of the most important Sutras in the study of 
Mahayana Buddhism, particularly of Zen Buddhism. It contains 
almost all the essential teachings of the Mahayana, founded on 
facts of Self-realisation.
THE TANNISHO. Translated from the original Japanese by Tosui 
Imadate. Contains some of the most significant sayings of 
Shinran Shonin, founder of the Shin sect of Mahayana Bud­
dhism. 4x6 inches, cloth, pp. XXVIII + 51, with an introduction 
and notes. Price ¥1.00.
THE SUVARNAPRABHASA SUTRA. A Mahayana text called 
“The Golden Splendour.” First prepared for publication by the 
Late Professor Bunyiu Nanjio, and after his death revised and 
edited by Hokei Idzumi. Printed in the Devanagari. Royal 
8vo, cloth, pp. XXVIII+ 222. Price, ¥10.00.
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